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If you have any accessibility requirements for accessing and completing the application, please 
contact your local community foundation or contact play.jouer@communityfoundations.ca.  

 
 

Some community foundations will use a participatory grantmaking process. If 
your community foundation will be doing a participatory process:  

1)​ Reach out to your community foundation directly for details on how to participate. 
2)​ Create an account and register your organization in the application system. Please note: 

you do not need to fill out the full application. Registration only. 

Confirm your community foundation’s approach here. 

 

Free to Play: Application Form  

Program Description 

Welcome to the Free to Play Application! 

Free to Play is a new national fund to support children through the power of play. We’re investing in 
local projects that help children move, imagine, and connect—away from screens and into outdoor 
spaces where they feel safe, free, and supported. 

Eligibility 

Projects must: 
●​ Take place in Canada, within the geographic area of a participating community foundation. 
●​ Support the objective of Free to Play for children. 

See more details on eligible activities in the Applicant Guide. 
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Organizations must: 

●​ Serve communities across Canada through participating community foundations. 
●​ Be one of the following: Charities, non-profits, or Indigenous governing bodies. See more 

details on eligible organizations in the Applicant Guide. 

 
Read the Free to Play Applicant Guide before beginning your application. The Applicant Guide 
includes details about Free to Play’s eligibility and objectives. 
 
Applicants will be notified of decisions by Spring 2026. 

​
The deadline to apply is February 24, 2026, 5:00 PM PST 

Eligibility  

Is your organization located in Canada?  

●​ Yes 
●​ No 

Does your organization support communities in Canada?  

●​ Yes 
●​ No 
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Organization Type 

Are you a charity registered with the CRA? 

Provide a direct link to your organization’s CRA T3010A, which you can find on the CRA website. 

Are you an Indigenous governing body registered as a qualified donee? 

I confirm that I am on this list of Indigenous governing bodies registered as qualified donees. 

Are you another type of registered qualified donee?  
Provide your qualified donee registration number. 

Are you an incorporated non-profit registered federally? 

Provide your federal incorporation number 

Are you an incorporated non-profit registered provincially or territorially? 

In which province or territory are you registered? 

●​ Alberta 
●​ British Columbia 
●​ Manitoba 
●​ New Brunswick 
●​ Newfoundland and Labrador 
●​ Northwest Territories 
●​ Nova Scotia 
●​ Nunavut 
●​ Ontario 
●​ Prince Edward Island 
●​ Québec 
●​ Saskatchewan 
●​ Yukon 
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Are you an Indigenous governing body listed provincially or regionally? 

Provide information about your First Nations band, Métis settlement, Inuit government or 
association. 

Other Organizational Information 

What is the mission or mandate of your organization? 

What is the approximate annual revenue of your organization?  

What year was your organization established?  

Organization Information 

Your Organization’s Details 

Legal Organization Name 
 

Common Name of Organization 

In which language does your organization prefer to receive communications? 
English/French  

Address of Organization 

Street Address  

City, Town or Municipality  
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Province/Territory 
●​ Alberta 
●​ British Columbia 
●​ Manitoba 
●​ New Brunswick 
●​ Newfoundland and Labrador 
●​ Northwest Territories 
●​ Nova Scotia 
●​ Nunavut 
●​ Ontario 
●​ Prince Edward Island 
●​ Québec 
●​ Saskatchewan 
●​ Yukon 

Postal Code 

Country 

Organization Phone Number 

Website of Organization 

Social Media of Organization 

Your Funding Request 

Your local community foundation  

Free to Play is delivered in partnership with over 20 local community foundations across Canada. 
To make sure your application is reviewed properly, apply through the correct community 
foundation for your area. 

Not all community foundations are participating at this time. Check if your local community 
foundation is part of the program before applying. 

If your community foundation is not participating, it means we are not administering Free to Play 
in your community at this time. We hope to expand to additional communities in the future. 
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We recommend connecting with your local community foundation before starting an application. 

Select the community foundation where your activities will take place.  

Prov Community Foundation 

AB Edmonton Community Foundation 

AB Westlock Community Foundation 

BC Clayoquot Biosphere Trust 

BC Kw'umut Lelum Foundation 

BC Sunshine Coast Foundation 

BC SurreyCares Community Foundation 

MB Francofonds Inc. 

MB Westshore Community Foundation 

NB Fondation Communautaire de la Péninsule Acadienne Inc. 

NB Greater Saint John Community Foundation 

NL Community Foundation of Newfoundland And Labrador 

NS Rural Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia 

NU Annaumakkaijiit Community Foundation 

ON Community Foundation Grey Bruce 

ON Community Foundation of Greater Peterborough 

ON Hamilton Community Foundation 

ON Ottawa Community Foundation / Fondation communautaire d'Ottawa 

ON Toronto Foundation 

QC Fondation Philanthropie Outaouais 

QC Fondation Québec Philanthrope 

QC Philanthropie Laurentides 

SK Saskatoon Community Foundation 
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Describe where your activities will take place. Neighbourhood, city, town, municipality, nation. 

Contact Details 

Provide the contact details for the primary contact from your organization. We may reach out if 
we have questions about your application. 

First Name 
Last Name 
Role/Title 
Phone Number 
Email 

Is the signing authority the same as the primary contact provided above? 

Provide the contact details of a staff member in a leadership role with signing authority, such 
as the CEO, President, or Executive Director. 

First Name 
Last Name 
Role/Title 
Phone Number 
Email 

Organizational Alignment 

What prior related experience does your organization have with supporting outdoor play?  
Max = 60 words 

How does your mission/mandate advance the objective of Free to Play? Max = 60 words 

Describe how your organization actively brings an equity lens to its work using the ‘nothing 
about us without us’ principle. See Applicant Guide for the definition. 
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Which equity-deserving or minority groups are represented in your organization’s leadership 
(e.g. CEO, ED, Board Chair, etc.)? (Select all that apply) 

●​ Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) 
●​ Black communities 
●​ Other racialized communities (e.g., South Asian, Chinese, Filipino, Arab, Latin American, 

Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean, Japanese, etc. 
●​ Persons with disabilities 
●​ 2SLGBTQI+ communities 
●​ Women and gender-diverse people 
●​ Official language minority communities (e.g., Francophone outside Quebec, Anglophone 

in Quebec) 
●​ Newcomers, immigrants, or refugees 
●​ Low-income or economically disadvantaged groups 
●​ Seniors/older adults 
●​ Youth/children 
●​ Prefer not to answer 
●​ None of the above  

Program Alignment 

Will this funding support a new project or existing programming?  
●​ New 
●​ Existing 
●​ Both 

Project title Max = 120 characters 

Tell us about your project. Max = 100 words 

How does your proposed project create the time, space, and freedom for outdoor play for 
children? Max = 100 words 

How will your project contribute to the well-being, confidence, and healthy development of 
children in your community? Max = 100 words 

How does your proposed project support families and your community? Max = 100 words 
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Rate your agreement with the following statement.  
 
Being involved in outdoor play, which can include outdoor, risky, active, and social play, can: 

●​ help a child build resilience 
●​ promote a child’s self-confidence 
●​ improve a child's self-esteem 

 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Neutral 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree  

Community Engagement  
How do you plan on engaging the children in your community to come together for outdoor 
play? Max = 60 words 

Are you working with any other organizations on these activities?  
●​ Yes 

○​ Identify the organizations you are working with to deliver these activities.  
Organization Name | Role  

●​ No 
●​ Unsure 
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Communities Supported 
Approximately how many children do you anticipate will be served by this project?  

Describe how you determined this estimate. Max = 60 words 

What is the primary population that would be served by this funding?  
●​ Youth/children 
●​ Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) 
●​ Black communities 
●​ Other racialized communities (e.g., South Asian, Chinese, Filipino, Arab, Latin American, 

Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean, Japanese, etc. 
●​ Persons with disabilities 
●​ 2SLGBTQI+ communities 
●​ Women and gender-diverse people 
●​ Official language minority communities (e.g., Francophone outside Quebec, Anglophone 

in Quebec) 
●​ Newcomers, immigrants, or refugees 
●​ Low-income or economically disadvantaged groups 
●​ Seniors/older adults 
●​ Prefer not to answer 
●​ None of the above  

What other populations would this funding serve? (Check all that apply.) 
●​ Youth/children 
●​ Indigenous Peoples (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) 
●​ Black communities 
●​ Other racialized communities (e.g., South Asian, Chinese, Filipino, Arab, Latin American, 

Southeast Asian, West Asian, Korean, Japanese, etc. 
●​ Persons with disabilities 
●​ 2SLGBTQI+ communities 
●​ Women and gender-diverse people 
●​ Official language minority communities (e.g., Francophone outside Quebec, Anglophone 

in Quebec) 
●​ Newcomers, immigrants, or refugees 
●​ Low-income or economically disadvantaged groups 
●​ Seniors/older adults 
●​ Prefer not to answer 
●​ None of the above  
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Project Timeline  

Project start date: 
Project end date: 

In which years will your activities take place? 
●​ 2026 
●​ 2027 
●​ 2028 

2026 - Activities and Timeline: Describe the activities and when they will take place. Min = 50 
words, Max = 100 words 

2027 - Activities and Timeline: Describe the activities and when they will take place. Min = 50 
words, Max = 100 words 

2028 - Activities and Timeline: Describe the activities and when they will take place. Min = 50 
words, Max = 100 words 

Your Budget 

Provide details of your overall budget and include expenses such as: 
●​ Staff salaries and employment-related costs  
●​ Contractors and fees for professional services 
●​ Materials and supplies 
●​ Travel expenses 
●​ Translation services 
●​ Training and events 
●​ Honorariums 
●​ Transit passes  
●​ Administration 
●​ Other [please specify in description] 

Total amount requested 
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Beyond the amount requested above, do you have other in-kind or financial contributions for 
this project? 

●​ Yes 
●​ No 

Provide the total amount, status, and sources of contribution.  
Organization | Contribution Description | Total Amount Contributed | Status 

Financial Information 

Qualified Donees: Upload the following financial documents: 
1.​ Last annual report, donor report, annual general meeting report or reporting to 

stakeholders on activities (such as a newsletter)​
 

2.​ Most recent financial statement 

Ensure any financial statements are complete, meaning that they are: 

●​ Signed and dated by the accountant and accounting firm or approved by your Board of 
Directors or management committee. We cannot accept draft statements. 

●​ Submitted on the accountant’s or accounting firm’s letterhead for all externally prepared 
statements. 

●​ Consolidated for organizations with branches, chapters, subsidiary organizations, or any 
controlled entities. 
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Non-Qualified Donees: Upload the following documents: 

1.​ Governance documents, preferably including your local or federal registration number, 
such as: 

○​ Incorporation documentation, if incorporated (i.e., Articles or Letters Patent) 
○​ Provincial Registry document 
○​ Trust Deed, if a trust 

2.​ Most recent tax filings (2023 or 2024) 
○​ T2 return or T2 Short Form (if incorporated) 
○​ Non-profit organization information return (Form T1044) 

3.​ Most recent financial statements 
4.​ Last annual report, donor report, annual general meeting report or reporting to 

stakeholders on activities (such as a newsletter) 
 
Ensure any financial statements are complete, meaning that they are: 

●​ Signed and dated by the accountant and accounting firm or approved by your Board of 
Directors or management committee. We cannot accept draft statements. 

●​ Submitted on the accountant’s or accounting firm’s letterhead for all externally prepared 
statements. 

●​ Consolidated for organizations with branches, chapters, subsidiary organizations, or any 
controlled entities. 

 

Optional Upload: Are there any other materials that you would like to submit to support your 
application? 
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Certifications & Conditions  

Confirm the following conditions to submit your application:  

​ In checking this box, I confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate. 

​ In checking this box, I confirm that I understand and agree that, if funded, my organization 
may be asked to share stories, photos, or other materials about the project. These may be 
used by the local community foundation, Community Foundations of Canada, and national 
partners to highlight the impact of Free to Play. 

​ In checking this box, I confirm that I understand and agree that this application and related 
materials may be shared with local community foundations, Community Foundations of 
Canada, and Free to Play partners for the purposes of program administration, review, and 
evaluation. 

​ In checking this box, I confirm I am interested in being considered for funding in 2027 if 
my application is not successful.  

 

Thank you for your interest in Free to Play.  

Upon submission, your application will be shared with your local community foundation for 
review. Applicants will be notified by Spring 2026 whether or not they were approved for funding.  
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